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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Canceled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with ctr i kethrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 1 and 5, AMEND claims 2-4, 7-10 and 12-19 and ADD claim 20 
in accordance with the following: 

1. (canceled) 

2. (currently amended) An access request processing method for use in a 
communication device providing inter-user communication, the access request processing 
method comprising: 

storing statuses of the users; 

preparing a processing policy in which processes for communication requests are set for 
each of the users, the processes each in turn being according to a one -first user from whom 
there is a request for communication with anoth e r a second user, to status of the ethef-second 
user with whom communication is requested, and to content of the requested communication 
the processing policy including an attribute-assigning policy setting a relationship between the 
first user reouesting communication and the second user ; and 

when a request for communication occurs, looking up the attribute-assigning policy and 
information of the first user and the second user, determining and reporting to the 
communication device a process for the request based, in the policy, on the second user with 
whom communication is requested. 

3. (currently amended) An access request processing system for use in a 
communication device providing communication among user terminals on a network, the access 
request processing system comprising: 

first storing means for storing information related to users; 
second storing means for storing statuses of the users; 

third storing means for storing a processing policy in which processes for communication 
requests are set for each of the users, the processes each in turn being according to a eBe-first 
user as a communication reouester from whom there is a request for communication with 
anoth e r a second use r as a communication reouestee , to status of the ethe ^second user with 
whom communication is requested, and to content of the requested communication , the 
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processing policy including an attribute-assigning policy setting a relationship between the first 
user requesting communication and the second user ; 

authentication means for verifying, when a request for communication occurs, the 
communication requester; 

liaising means for acquiring from the communication device the communication 
requester and requestee, as well as content of the communication; 

determining means for looking up the attribute-assigning p olicy and information of the 
first user and the second user, determining and reporting to the communication device a 
process for the request, by obtaining one of the processes in the policy based on the 
communication requestee and the content of the communication acquired by said liaising 
means, and consulting status of the communication requestee and information related to the 
communication requester, based on result of the verification by said authentication means and 
on the obtained processing policy; 

an information recording means for accepting input of recording in said first storing 
means the information related to users; 

a status recording means for accepting input of and recording in said second storing 
means the statuses of the users; and 

a policy recording means for accepting input of and recording in said third storing means 

the processing policy. 

4. (currently amended) An access request processing device for use in a 
communication device providing communication among user terminals on a network, the access 
request processing device comprising: 

first storing means for storing information related to users; 

second storing means for storing statuses of the users; 

third storing means for storing a processing policy in which processes for communication 
requests are set for each of the users, the processes each in turn being according to a ene-first 
user as a communication requester w ho requests communication with aflother-a second user.as 
a communication reouestee . to status of the ethef -second user with whom communication is 
requested, and to content of the requested mmmunication. the processing policy including an 
attribute-assianino oolicv setting a relationship between the firs t user reouesting communication 

and the second user ; 

authentication means for verifying, when a request for communication occurs, the 

communication requester; 

liaising means for acquiring from the communication device the communication 
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requester and requestee, as well as content of the communication; and 

determining means for looking up the attribute-assigning policy and information of the 
first user and the second user d etermining and reporting to the communication device a process 
for the request, by obtaining one of the processes in the policy based on the communication 
requestee and the content of the communication acquired by said liaising means, and 
consulting status of the communication requestee and information related to the communication 
requester, based on result of the verification and on the obtained processing policy. 

5. (cancel) 

6. (original) An access request processing device according to claim 4, further 
having an inquiry means for inquiring among communication requestee terminals, according to 
the process determined by the determining means, whether to permit the communication 
request, and for obtaining a reply to the inquiry. 

7. (currently amended) An access request processing device according to claim 
4, further comprising a request instructing means for, if information content related to the 
communication requester in order to handle the communication request is not recorded in said 
first storing means, making an obtain request for the information among the-a plurality of 
communication requester terminals and obtaining a reply. 

8. (currently amended) An access request processing device according to claim 
4, being connected to a peripheral information-providing means storing information related to 
the users, further comprising an information obtaining means for obtaining information related to 
the communication requester from the peripheral information-providing means if information 
content related to the communication requester in order to handle the communication request is 
not recorded in said first storing means. 

9. (currently amended) An access rights setting device for use in a 
communication device for inter-communication among other communication devices via a relay 
terminal, the access rights setting device comprising: 

an information recording means for accepting input of information related to users and 
recording the information in the relay terminal; 

a status recording means for accepting input of status on the users and recording the 
statuses in the relay terminal; and 

a policy recording means for accepting input of, and recording in the relay terminal, a 
processing policy in which processes for communication requests are set for each of the users, 
the processes each in turn being according to a one-first user from whom there is a request for 
communication with a^othe ^a second user, to status of the ethef -second user with whom 
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communication is requested, and to content of the requested communication , the processing 
policy including an attribute-assigning policy setting a relationship between the first user 
reguesting communication and the second user; and 

a determining means for looking up the attribute-assigning policy and information of the 
first user and the second user and for determining and reporting a process for the reguest to the 
communication device . 

10. (currently amended) An access rights setting device according to claim 9, 
wherein said policy recording means further accepts input of, and records in the relay terminal, 
af*-the attribute-assigning policy in which an attribute of the ene -first user who requests 
communication with the ethe^ second user is set for the oihe ^second user. 

11 . (original) An access rights setting device according to claim 9, further having a 
replying means for reporting to the users inquiries from the relay terminal whether to permit 
requested communications, and for accepting and sending to the relay terminal user replies to 
the inquiries. 

12. (currently amended) A computer-readable recording medium storing an 
access request processing program for use in communication devices providing communication 
among user terminals on a network, the computer-readable recording medium storing an 
access request processing program for executing: 

a st e p of storing information related to users; 
a st e p of storing statuses of all the users; 

a st e p of storing a processing policy in which processes for communication requests are 
set for each of the users, the processes each in turn being according to a efte -first use r as a 
communication reguester from whom there is a request for communication with anoth e r a 
second use r as a communication reguestee . to status of the etfref ^second user with whom 
communication is requested, and to content of the requested communication , the processing 
policy including an attribute-assigning policy setting a relationship between the first user 
reguesting communication and the second user : 

a st e p of verifying, when a request for communication occurs, the communication 
requester; 

a st e p of acquiring from the communication device the communication requester and 
requestee, as well as content of the communication; 

looking up the attribute-assigning policy and information of the first user and the second 

user: 

a st e p of determining a process for the request by obtaining one of the processes in the 
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policy based on the acquired communication requestee and the content of the communication, 
and consulting status of the communication requestee and information related to the 
communication requester, based on result of the x/nrification i n pa i d stop (D) verifying the 
communication requester and on the obtained processing policy; and 

a st e p of reporting the determined process to the communication device. 

13. (currently amended) A computer-readable recording medium storing an 
access rights setting program for use in a communication device for inter-communication among 
other communication devices via a relay terminal, the computer-readable recording medium 
storing an access rights setting program for executing: 

a step of accepting input of information related to users and recording the information in 
the relay terminal; 

a stop of accepting input of status on the users and recording the statuses in the relay 
terminal; a&4 

a stop of accepting input of, and recording in the relay terminal, a processing policy in 
which processes for communication requests are set, the processes each in turn being 
according to a efte- first user from whom there is a request for communication with anoth e r a 
second user, to status of the etfre ^second user with whom communication is requested, and to 
content of the requested communication , the processing policy including an attribut e-assigning 
policy setting a relationship between the first user reguesting communication and the second 
user; and 

looking up the attribute-assigning policy and information of the first user and the second 
user and determining and reporting a process for a reguest to the communication device . 

14. (currently amended) An access request processing method for use in an 
information providing device providing information to peripheral information terminals in 
response to requests, the access request processing method comprising: 

storing per information item user statuses related to the information; 

preparing a processing policy in which processes for information requests are set per 
information item, the processes each in turn being according to a one- first user who requests 
information, to status of anoth e r a second user related to the information, and to the information 
the request targets , the processing policy including an attribute-assigning policy setting a 
relationship between the first user reguesting information and the second user ; 

when a request for any of the information items occurs, looking up the attribute- 
assigning policy and information of the first user and the second user, determining and reporting 
to the information providing device a process for the request based on the processing policy for 
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the information the request targets. 

15. (currently amended) An access request processing system for use in an 
information providing device providing information to peripheral information terminals in 
response to requests, the access request processing system comprising: 

first storing means for storing information related to requesters requesting the 
information; 

second storing means for storing statuses of users related to the information the 
requests target; 

third storing means for storing a processing policy in which processes for information 
requests are set for each of the users, the processes being according to information requesters 
indudino a first user , to statuses of the inducting a second user related to the information, 
and to the information the requests *-"Y * , *"» P ™«ssinn nolicv including an attribute-assigning 
nolicv setting a relationship betw e *n the first user requesting information and the second user ; 

authentication means for verifying, when an information provision reguest occurs, the 

information provision requester; 

liaising means for acquiring from the information providing device the information 
requester and the information the request targets; 

determining means for looking up the a ttribute-assigning policy and information of the 
first ..ser and the second user, determining and reporting to the information providing device a 
process for the request, by obtaining one of the processes in the policy based on the 
information the request targets acquired by said liaising means, and consulting information 
related to the information requester and status of the second user related to the information the 
request targets, based on the result of information requester verification by said authentication 
means and on the obtained processing policy; 

an information recording means for accepting input of and recording in said first storing 
means the information related to the information requester; 

a status recording means for accepting input of and recording in said second storing 
means the status of the second user related to the information; and 

a policy recording means for accepting input of and recording in said third storing means 

the-processing policy settings. 

16. (currently amended) An access request processing device for use in an 
information providing device providing information to peripheral information terminals in 
response to requests, the access request processing device comprising: 

first storing means for storing information related to information requesters including a 
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first user requesting the information; 

second storing means for storing statuses of users inch. cling a second user related to the 

information the requests target; 

third storing means for storing a processing policy in which processes for information 
requests are set for each of the users, the processes being according tojhe information 
requesters, to statuses of the users related to the information, and to the information the 
rT . Tt th» proving pol i cy including an attribute-assigning policy setting a 
relationship between the first u s er requesting information and the second user ; 

authentication means for verifying, when an information pfev4sien-reguest occurs, the 
information prov i sion -reguester; 

liaising means for acquiring from the information providing device the information 
reguester and the information the reguest targets; 

determining means for looking up the a t trihnte-assianlna oolicv and information of the 
w ■ . cor a nH thP second user, determining and reporting to the information providing device a 
process for the reguest, by obtaining one of the processes in the policy based on the 
<y . information the reguest targets acquired by said liaising means, and consulting information 

related to the information requester and status of the second_user related to the information the 
request targets, based on the result of information requester verification by said authentication 
means and on the obtained processing policy. 

17. (currently amended) An access rights setting device for use in an information 
terminal connected via a network to an information providing device providing information to 
peripheral information terminals in response to requests, the access rights setting device 
comprising: 

an information recording means for accepting input of and sending to the information 
providing terminal, information related to users requesting provision of the information; 

a status recording means for accepting input of and sending to the information providing 
device, status of users related to the information; a«4 

a policy recording means for accepting settings for and sending to the information 
providing device, a policy in which processes for information requests are set for each 
information item, the processes being according to information reguesters including a first user , 
to statuses of the including a second user related to the information, and to the 
information the reguests »h» policy '™"««"° «" attribute-assigning policy setting a 
relationship betwee" the first user r equesting information and the second user; and 

. riotermining means for looking up the attr ihute-assigning policy and information of the 
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first user and the second user and for determining and reporting a process for the request to the 
information providing device . 

18. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium storing an access request 
processing program for use in an information providing device providing information to 
peripheral information terminals in response to requests, the computer-readable medium storing 
an access request processing program for executing: 

a stop of storing information related to information requesters including a f irst user as an 
information reouester requesting the information; 

a step of storing statuses of users including a second user related to the information the 
requests target; 

a step of storing a processing policy in which processes for information requests are set 
for each of the users, the processes being according to thejnformation requesters, tojhe 
statuses of the users related to the information, and to the information the requests target, the 
processing policy including an attribute-assigning policy setting a rela tionship between the first 
user reguesting information and the second user ; 

a step of verifying, when an information provision request occurs, the information 
provision requester; 

a step of acquiring from the information providing device the information requester and 
the information the request targets; 

looking up the attribute-assigning policy and information of the first user and the second 

user; 

a step of determining and reporting to the information providing device a process for the 
request, by obtaining one of the processes in the policy based on the information the request 
targets acquired in sa i d stop (E) the acouiring , and consulting information related to the 
information reguester and status of the second user related to the information the request 
targets, based on the result of the verifying of the information reguester ver i ficat i on in sa i d stop 
{Bfand on the obtained processing policy; and 

a step of reporting to the information providing device the process determined in sa\4 
st e p (R the determining . 

19. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium storing an access rights 
setting program for use in an information terminal connected via a network to an information 
providing device providing information to peripheral information terminals in response to 
requests, the computer-readable medium storing an access rights setting program for 
executing: 
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a st e p of accepting input of and sending to the information providing terminal[[,]] 
information related to users including a first user as an information requester requesting 
provision of the information; 

a st e p of accepting input of and sending to the information providing device[[,]] status of 
users including a second user related to the information; and 

a st e p of accepting settings for and sending to the information providing device[[,]] a 
policy in which processes for information requests are set for each information item, the 
processes being according to information requesters, to statuses of the users related to the 
information, and to the information the requests target , the policy including an attribute- 
assigning policy setting a relationship between the first user requesting information and the 
second user; and 

looking up the attribute-assigning policy and information of the first user and the second 
user and determining and reporting a process for a reouest to the information providing device . 

V 20. (new) An access rights setting device for use in a communication device for 

inter-communication among other communication devices via a relay terminal, the access rights 
setting device comprising: 

an information recorder which accepts input of information related to users and records 
the information in the relay terminal; 

a status recorder which accepts input of status on the users and records the statuses in 
the relay terminal; 

a policy recorder which accepts input of, and records in the relay terminal, a processing 
policy in which processes for communication requests are set for each of the users, the 
processes each respectively based on a first user from whom there is a request for 
communication with a second user, status of the second user with whom communication is 
requested, and content of the requested communication, the processing policy including an 
attribute-assigning policy setting a relationship between the first user requesting communication 
and the second user; and 

a determining unit which looks up the attribute-assigning policy and information of the 
first user and the second user and determines and reports a process for the request to the 
communication device. 
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